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Summary:

To seek the approval of Members for changes to fees and charges for Taxi Licensing 
services in 2019/20.

Recommendations:

Members approve the introduction of a £25 application charge for new driver 
applications.

Reasons for the Recommendations:

The Council has a legal power to recover the full costs of administering the issue and 
enforcement of taxi licences. The Council does not currently charge any fee for dealing 
with new applicants (regardless of whether a licence is issued or not).

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

None.

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

(A) Revenue Costs

The cost of administering this service is to be fully funded from Hackney Carriage and 
private hire licence fees.

(B) Capital Costs – 

None.



Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):

The cost of the service is wholly recovered from the ring-fenced Taxi Licensing Trade 
Account (Revenue Budget BD12).

Legal Implications:

Equality Implications:

There are no equality implications. 

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable: 
Facilitate confident and resilient communities:

Commission, broker and provide core services: Improvements to Council services in the 
One Stop Shops.

Place – leadership and influencer:

Drivers of change and reform:

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity:

Greater income for social investment: 

Cleaner Greener

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Head of Corporate Resources (FD5583/19) has been consulted and notes the report 
indicates no direct financial implications for the Council. The Chief Legal & Democratic 
Officer (LD4707/19) has been consulted and any comments have been incorporated into 
the report.

(B) External Consultations 

Consultation has taken place with taxi trade representatives through the established 
working group. The trade supports the introduction of a charge to be deducted from the 
overall cost of a successful licence application.



Implementation Date for the Decision

Immediately following the Committee meeting

Contact Officer: Mark Toohey
Telephone Number: Tel: Ext 2274
Email Address: mark.toohey@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

There are no appendices to this report

Background Papers:

There are no background papers available for inspection.



1 Background

1.1 Members will recall the report to committee on 7 January 2019 when it was 
decided to uplift all taxi licensing fees by 2.4%. The committee also agreed to 
defer any decision regarding a new application charge until further consultation 
had taken place with the trade. The trade fully supports the introduction of a new 
driver application charge.

1.2 From 1 December 2017 to 1 December 2018, private hire driver numbers have 
increased by 33% to 4987. Private hire vehicle numbers have increased by 31% 
to 4350. An appointment system has been introduced for new applicants to deal 
with the increased demand in an orderly and efficient manner.

1.4 In relation to these new driver appointments and knowledge tests, around 25% of 
the appointments are not kept. This creates a significant amount of downtime for 
customer advisors at the One Stop Shops. In attempt to address this problem and 
encourage applicants to attend, it is proposed to introduce an application charge 
to be paid in advance.

1.5 Section 70 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 allows 
the Council to charge fees to cover the reasonable cost of administering the 
licensing service. 

2 New Charge

2.1 In relation to the new driver application charge, it is proposed to collect £25 from 
each new applicant at the time of booking their initial interview appointment. Any 
applicants that fail to keep to their agreed appointments, breach the conditions of 
application or allow their application to lapse will still be charged £25.

2.2 The £25 charge is around the cost of a one year licence and will be deducted from 
the overall cost of any licence fee due once the licensing process is complete. 

3 Recommendations 

3.1.1  That the committee agree to the introduction of the new driver £25 application 
charge.


